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Uroš Mati  (Münster/Vienna) /  ) 

Ancient Egyptian Kohl Tubes with Royal Family Names /  
. 

This paper analyses the corpus of around 50 kohl tubes mostly made of faience and carrying the 
names and titles of royal family members in different combinations (kings, their wives and 
daughters). Most of these kohl tubes are of 18th dynasty  date  and  range  from  the  reign  of  
Hatshepsut to the reign of Tutankhamun, although later examples are known too. The vast 
majority  of  such  kohl  tubes  comes  from  Malqata  and  Amarna,  which  could  indicate  that  their  
production was tied to royal faience workshops present at these sites. This, in combination with 
the fact that the kohl tubes were containers for msdm.t eye paint, indicates their prestigious 
status.  Based  on  the  distribution  and  some  of  the  contexts  of  such  kohl  tubes,  this  paper  will  
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argue that they were used as gifts to establish social ties among the royal family, but also with 
the highest members of the elite. Owning such a kohl tube and using its content for cosmetic and 
medical purposes connected its user to others owning such kohl tubes. Access to msdm.t eye 
paint from the treasuries of the king, stored in faience kohl tubes bearing names of royal family 
members, was an access to a substance crucial for elite notion of appearance and beauty. 
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1 Eno R. The Confucian School. Indiana University, Early Chinese Thought (2010). Available at: 
http://www.iub.edu/~p374/Confucian_School.pdf 
2 Eno R. Li Ji, Tan Gong. Translation, Notes, and Commentary (2016). Available at: 
http://www.indiana.edu/~p374/Tan_Gong_(Eno-2016).pdf 
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Abstract: The article discusses the functions of judges and public altorney. In the first half of the 
2nd millennium BC in the north of Mesopotamia (in the city-state of Ashshur) and in the 
territory of Asia Minor (in the system of international trade colonies with the center in the city of 
Kanish) they become regular participants in legal proceedings. But, if the functions of judges in 
the process are rather clearly defined, then the functions of advocates can be quite different: from 
elements of official public legal advice or corporate veil to protecting the rights of singl 
merchants. 
Key words: regulatory enforcement (legal precedents) in the city-state of Ashur, public altorney 
or cotporate lawer (r bi lim), private lawyers-rabi um 
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 / Pre-Columbian America 
 

 

Eduard Aleksandrenkov (Moscow) /  ) 

Sociedades aborígenes del Nuevo Mundo en “Décadas·de Pedro Martir. /  
 " " .  

Pedro Martir, un italiano que residía en España desde 1487, era primer europeo que 
continuamente relataba en sus cartas a diferentes personas sobre las cosas del Nuevo Mundo. 
Noticias  de  allá  él  las  obtenía  por  medio  de  relaciones,  tanto  escritas  como  verbales,  de  los  
participantes en los sucesos. Por cartas de Martir se puede ver como los europeos se ponían en 
conocimineto de las sociedades aborígenes diferentes, a medida de conocer nuevas regiones, y 
que de esto pensaba una persona alejada de los fenómenos que describía. 
La vida de las habitantes de algunas islas Antillanas fue comparada por Martir con la “Edad del 
Oro” – andan desnudos, desconocen las medidas y el dinero, no tienen leyes, ni mentirosos 
jueces, ni libros; no conocen diferencia entre meum y tuum. Por otra parte, en grandes 
poblaciones de México Martir habló de edificios para juzgados y plazas de mercados. Llamó 
atención a la importancia del vestido como un indicador de la posición social de la persona. Más 
de una vez escribió sobre el dinero. Estructuración de Tlaxkala Martir la comparó con la de 
Roma antes que esta se hubiera convertido en la “monarquía despótica”. 
Para Martir resultaron accesibles noticias sobre manifestaciones externas de los nexos sociales 
de los aborígenes. No las analizaba, sino describía de paso, caracterizando a veces. 
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Dmitri Beliaev (Moscow) /  )  

Reconstructing Early Dynastic History of Tikal /  
. 

Tikal (named in ancient times Yaxkukul) was one of the most important Maya urban centers. Its 
history goes back to the Middle Formative (ca. 600 BC) when we register first evidence of 
habitation.  By  the  end  of  the  Late  Formative  (ca.  200-50  BC)  Tikal  became  the  center  of  
growing independent polity that was reflected in massive construction, monumental sculptural 
masks and first rich burials. 
Late historical tradition considers that the founder of Tikal dynasty was Yax Ehb Xook who 
reigned somewhere between 75 and 100 AD and whose remains were probably deposited in 
Burial 86 (ca. 75 AD). Following rulers frequently included a part of his name Ehb Xook into 
their  titles  and  used  it  in  the  abbreviated  version  of  the  dynastic  count.  It  seems  that  this  
appellative obtained independent function as a lineage name. 
There  is  no  complete  Tikal  dynastic  list,  and  we know it  only  from the  11th ruler Sihyaj Chan 
K’awiil I  whose  name  starts  the  only  known  fragment  of  the  king  list  (vase  K4679).  He  was  
responsible for El Encanto Stela 1 (between 305 and 308 AD). The analysis of iconography of 
Tikal Stela 29 (292 AD) shows that its protagonist was a lord with the name glyph “Bird Head”. 
If our preliminary study of the inscription on El Encato stela is correct, he was the father of 
Sihyaj Chan K’awiil I and, therefore, the 10th ruler.  In  its  turn  his  father  and  the  9th ruler was 
Chak Tok Ich’aak I  whose  name  glyph  is  inscribed  into  the  floating  ancestor’s  head  over  the  
scene. One more royal name, independently identified by David Stuart and Albert Davletshin, 
can be found on the carved conch shell from the Princeton University Museum and probably 
belonged to some ruler from the end of the Protoclassic and beginning of the Early Classic (ca. 
175-250 AD). 
Identification of Ehb Xook appellative as a lineage name helps to recognize several new names 
of Tikal dynasts. The first appears on the jade earplug excavated in the Early Classic Burial B-I / 
x in the Mound B at Kaminaljuyu in Guatemalan Highlands. The second, whose name was 
probably Uwaw Ehb Xook, married his daughter Ix Chuwaaj Xaak Ehb Xook to K’anwitznal 
(Ucanal) king K’ihnich Taj Ahk. According to the chronology he could be immediate 
predecessor of Chak Tok Ich’aak I and thus the 8th ruler. 
It  is  quite remarkable that no one of the early members of Tikal royal house bears Unaahbnal 
K’ihnich epithet  that  in  4th and  5th centuries  became  the  second  dynastic  title  equal  to  the  
Emblem Glyph. Its first use dates to the reign of Ix Unen Bahlam who succeeded to Sihyaj Chan 
K’awiil I. It is possible that the appearance of the new title marked some dynastic changes 
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Julia Bernatskaya (Moscow) /  ) 

El reinado de ‘Ajaw Nudo’ en Caracol: una revision. /  
 4 ". 

Tikal (named in ancient times Yaxkukul) was one of the most important Maya urban centers. Its 
history goes back to the Middle Formative (ca. 600 BC) when we register first evidence of 
habitation.  By  the  end  of  the  Late  Formative  (ca.  200-50  BC)  Tikal  became  the  center  of  
growing independent polity that was reflected in massive construction, monumental sculptural 
masks and first rich burials. 
Late historical tradition considers that the founder of Tikal dynasty was Yax Ehb Xook who 
reigned somewhere between 75 and 100 AD and whose remains were probably deposited in 
Burial 86 (ca. 75 AD). Following rulers frequently included a part of his name Ehb Xook into 
their  titles  and  used  it  in  the  abbreviated  version  of  the  dynastic  count.  It  seems  that  this  
appellative obtained independent function as a lineage name. 
There  is  no  complete  Tikal  dynastic  list,  and  we know it  only  from the  11th ruler Sihyaj Chan 
K’awiil I  whose  name  starts  the  only  known  fragment  of  the  king  list  (vase  K4679).  He  was  
responsible for El Encanto Stela 1 (between 305 and 308 AD). The analysis of iconography of 
Tikal Stela 29 (292 AD) shows that its protagonist was a lord with the name glyph “Bird Head”. 
If our preliminary study of the inscription on El Encato stela is correct, he was the father of 
Sihyaj Chan K’awiil I and, therefore, the 10th ruler.  In  its  turn  his  father  and  the  9th ruler was 
Chak Tok Ich’aak I  whose  name  glyph  is  inscribed  into  the  floating  ancestor’s  head  over  the  
scene. One more royal name, independently identified by David Stuart and Albert Davletshin, 
can be found on the carved conch shell from the Princeton University Museum and probably 
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belonged to some ruler from the end of the Protoclassic and beginning of the Early Classic (ca. 
175-250 AD). 
Identification of Ehb Xook appellative as a lineage name helps to recognize several new names 
of Tikal dynasts. The first appears on the jade earplug excavated in the Early Classic Burial B-I / 
x in the Mound B at Kaminaljuyu in Guatemalan Highlands. The second, whose name was 
probably Uwaw Ehb Xook, married his daughter Ix Chuwaaj Xaak Ehb Xook to K’anwitznal 
(Ucanal) king K’ihnich Taj Ahk. According to the chronology he could be immediate 
predecessor of Chak Tok Ich’aak I and thus the 8th ruler. 
It  is  quite remarkable that no one of the early members of Tikal royal house bears Unaahbnal 
K’ihnich epithet  that  in  4th and  5th centuries  became  the  second  dynastic  title  equal  to  the  
Emblem Glyph. Its first use dates to the reign of Ix Unen Bahlam who succeeded to Sihyaj Chan 
K’awiil I. It is possible that the appearance of the new title marked some dynastic changes 

 

Dorota Bojkowska (Cracow)  ( ) 

Water management in the pre-Columbian Maya culture: Hydraulic systems at Nakum / 
:  

. 

The Maya culture developed in adverse environmental conditions characterized by seasonal 
droughts. During this time, in Southern Maya Lowlands some of the natural water sources 
disappears. However, this civilization has been able to cope with demanding circumstances by 
creating densely populated urban centres with advanced water systems. Recent years saw 
increasing interest in the subject of water management among the pre-Columbian Maya. It is no 
different with the proposed paper which presents all important results related to water 
management systems from Nakum – the site situated in the north-east part of Guatemala. 
Research conducted there allowed to document three fragmentary canals. Noteworthy is a 
trapezoidal stucco construction functioning as a gutter. Its shape resembles a mountain, and such 
a complex system of the drain construction has never been discovered before and perhaps 
referred to the Maya mythology. Finally, I will also present two water reservoirs situated in the 
epicentre of Nakum. 

 
Galina Borisova (Moscow)  ( )  

Water bodies in Maya Codices. / . 

Water  was  one  of  the  key  elements  in  Maya mythology and life. It is presented in the myths 
about the creation of the world,  it  was a symbol of life,  and in some cases it  was a symbol of 
death. The agrarian character of the Maya civilization results in the special importance of water, 
which is reflected in all aspects of culture, including hieroglyphic texts and iconography. 
Several types of water bodies can be identified in Postclassic Maya codices, including basins, 
cenotes and ponds. Moreover, it is necessary to allocate two groups of images in which water 
bodies are not directly presented but are implied. The first group consists of different characters 
in boats, the second one includes the drawings of sea creatures, such as fishes, turtles and shells, 
which can be found both inside the reservoirs or in the flowing water, and separately. 
Images of different water bodies are the most common in Dresden Codex. In total 18 images of 
water bodies can be found, including ten basins or large bodies of water, eight cenotes and six 
boats. On the contrary, even though a significant part of the Madrid Codex is devoted to water in 
general and particularly to rain, the image of the basin occurs only once on page 11, where the 
Maize  God sits  over  a  large  water  body.  Furthermore,  there  are  five  images  of  the  cenotes.  In  
Paris Codex pages 23 and 24 are separated by two long images of water bodies; the symbol of 
the cenote occurs twice, once in the text and once in the scene under the text, both examples are 
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on  one  page.  However,  bad  preservation  of  the  Paris  Codex  does  not  allow  to  draw  any  
conclusions. 
Comparison and analysis of iconography of different water bodies in codices leads to the 
conclusion that the Dresden Codex is more likely to originate from the coast, while the Madrid 
Codex probably originates from the interior parts of the Yucatan Peninsula. 
 

ukasz Byrski (Cracow) /   ( )  

Into  the  Depths  of  Hell:  Diversity  of  Maya  Terms  for  the  Underworld. : 
.  

There are several different names of the underworld that were used among the Maya people. The 
most important being: Xibalba, Metnal and Olontuc. These names have their own specific 
origins and some of them were borrowed from non-Maya speaking groups of people. The main 
focus of the proposed presentation will  be on reconstruction of the origins of these terms, their  
meaning and their significance for the manner in which the underworld is depicted in each case. 
In the same time discussing the problem of the Classic Maya name for the Xibalba – the K’iche’ 
Maya term commonly used by the scholars. 
Keywords: Maya, Underworld, Pre-Columbian, Mesoamerica, Xibalba 
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Entre los Mayas existían muchos nombres diferentes del inframundo. Los más importante son: 
Xibalba, Metnal y Olontuc. Estos nombres tienen sus propios orígenes específicos y algunos de  
estos corresponden a prestamos de grupos no maya-hablantes. El enfoque principal de la 
presentación propuesta será una reconstrucción de los orígenes de estos términos, su sentido y 
significado de la forma en la que el inframundo era representado en cada caso. Al mismo tiempo, 
se discutía el problema del Xibalba - el término K'iche' Maya utilizado comúnmente entre los 
escolares. 

Palabras claves: Maya, Inframundo, Precolombino, Mesoamérica, Xibalba 
 

Irina Demicheva (Nizhny Novgorod) /  ) 

Smile or grin: the expression of emotional states in the zoomorphic terracotta of the Maya 
of I millennium B.C. / :  

 I . . . 

A special place in the analysis of the animal world in terracotta is occupied by emotional and 
mimic expressions of psycho-emotional states of the depicted animals. First of all, such 
expressions directly depended on the importance of the subject. This allows us to distinguish 
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three categories of drawing facial expressions among zoomorphic images: copying human facial 
expressions  on  the  faces  of  animals,  the  partial  use  of  human  facial  expressions  while  
maintaining the animal image, which is the leading and copying only animal facial features. In 
the first case, the area of distribution of human manifestations of emotions is quite wide. Almost 
all  basic  human  emotions  are  presented.  In  the  second  case,  coroplast  in  working  through  the  
face, to the anthropomorphic expressions of emotion uses only one-half of the face: top or 
bottom, the second when it retains pure zoomorphic characteristics. A range of basic emotions is 
much narrower  and  is  limited  to  only  one  to  three.  In  the  third  case,  emotions  are  exclusively  
animal characteristic, regardless of the figure is the whole animal or a part of costume or decor 
with an element of zoomorphic images. Here most often appears predatory grin.  
Thus, it is acceptable to say that the degree of anthropomorphization of emotional states affects 
the number of emotions used in drawing.  
The more human they are, the more their number can be used, and vice versa, the circle of 
animals  is  much  narrower,  and  is  limited  to  one  of  the  two  brightest  in  the  field  of  the  mimic  
activity. 
 

Maya Dubossarskaya (Moscow) /  ( ) 

Las plantas cultivadas del Imperio de los incas en las descripciones de llos conquistadores 
de Francisco Pisarro. /  

 

Los participantes de la expedición al Perú de Francisco Pizarro del 1532 fueron los primeros 
europeos al descubrir el mundo de altas civilisaciones del región andino. Hablamos en particular 
de la agricultura incaica. La diversidad de las plantas cultivadas por los incas era enorme. En su 
mayor parte eran las lantas desconocidas fuera del región.  
Hay ocho textos, relaciones y cronicas, escritos por los miembros de la escuadra de Pizarro. 
Aunque no se proponen una descripción sistemática de la flora y de la agricultura de las tierras 
conqueridas, sus escritos representan un fuante importante sobre el tema. Entre otro, sus dados 
son interesantes porque reflejan la diversidad de plantes cultivadas en el Imperio incaico antes la 
introducción de nuevas espacias por los europeos. 
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Dora Maritza García Patzán (Bratislava), Julio Hernández (Guatemala) /  
 ( ),  ( ) 

Las últimas alfareras mayas chuj, una tradición de manufactura cerámica en el 
noroccidente de Huehuetenango, Guatemala. / ,  

, . 

En el municipio de Nentón, departamento de Huehuetenango, Guatemala, se realizó un primer 
acercamiento a la producción de cerámica en comunidades mayas Chuj. Una tradición que se 
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conserva en la región, aplicando la técnica de enrollado, donde las mujeres son protagonistas y 
conocedoras del proceso de manufactura que se va perdiendo con el paso del tiempo, ante la 
modernidad. El objetivo de la investigación es crear un vínculo con las comunidades, cuyas 
tradiciones son parte de la resistencia cultural de estos pueblos, registrar, analizar y comparar sus 
conocimientos ancestrales. 
 
 
 
Christophe Helmke (Copenhagen) /  )  

On the origin and distribution of lexical calques in Mesoamerica: The evidence from 
Teotihuacan. / : 

. 

Whereas the writing system of Teotihuacan (100 bc-ad 650) remains undeciphered, many 
important forays have been made in recent decades. Most importantly, advances has been made 
in documenting calendrical notations, as well as identifying toponyms, titles and a selection of 
personal names. Although these cannot be read as such and phonetic values are still wanting, the 
discrete combination of signs in isolated contexts allows semantic values to be proposed. It is on 
this basis of this exploratory method that progress has been made in reading selected 
combinations of signs. That these combinations provide coherent sequences, known from 
important linguistic groups of Central Mexico, enduring the Spanish conquest until today, is all 
the more remarkable given the intervening centuries. Here, I present a selection of calques 
attested in the writing system of Teotihuacan.  As the underlying structures of calques are 
inherently semantic and disassociated from phonetic realisations, these provide an apt avenue of 
investigation for Teotihuacan writing.  These are contrasted against analogous calques across 
Mesoamerica, examining both their diachronic and spatial distribution, to prompt a discussion of 
possible language affiliation and assess whether these provide coherent evidence for linguistic 
adscription. 
 
Klaudia Jagoda (Cracow) /  ) 

What do they mean? Introduction to animal symbolism in Adena and Hopewell Culture. / 
? .  

Animal spirits have different meanings to different groups of Native American people. They 
represent life and livelihood for some, but others see tha same animal as the messenger of 
wisdom about life, nature, power or even a prophecy for the future. Animals were also often used 
during funeral ceremonies and are inextricably linked to burials. Indian cultures frequently 
incorporate symbols on clothing, art and ceremonial items to represent the spirit of the animal. 
My presentation will demonstrate role of animals in Adena and Hopewell concept of the 
underworld. In particular, I will mainly focuse on animals depictions in grave equipment and 
their meaning, such as amulets (an object used to protect the owner against harm), talismans 
(items with magical powers), fetishes (objects for the spirit of the animal), masks,  bird feathers 
and deer skins, hooves and antlers that were found in burial sites. 
 

Anastasia Kalyuta (Saint-Petersburg) /   

Axayacatl and Tlilquetzpalli: The Combat of Equals? / : 
? 

On  the  base  of  analyses  of  sources  and  cross-cultural  comparisons  the  paper  examines  one  of  
remarkable episodes in Aztec history described in detail by several  colonial chroniclers  the 
fighting between Axayacatl the ruler of Mexica-Tenochca and the Matlaltzinca warrior named 
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Tlilquetzpalli during the conquest of the Toluca Valley by Mexica and their allies.  The author 
comes to conclusion that this episode reflects traditional notions of the Prehispanic inhabitants of 
Central Mexico about ruler as a personification of entire polity typical for the early state 
societies. 
Key words: Mexica state,  late XV century,  Axayacatl,  the Toluca Valley,  warrior ethics,  early 
state societies 
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Harri Kettunen (Helsinki) /  ( ) 

On the Graphic and Lexical Origins of Maya Syllabograms. /  
. 

While the graphic motivation of many syllabograms in the Maya script is relatively well known, 
their lexical motivation is much more obscure. The reasons behind this can be numerous. 
Typically, as in other parts of the world, the origins of the sign inventory are often shrouded in 
the mists of time. Consequently, the lack of the earliest signs impedes our understanding of the 
early  evolution  of  the  scripts.  However,  with  the  help  of  available  linguistic  data  and  
comparative methods, we can try to fill in the gaps. 
The strategies to explore the possible origins of the signs are various. When we know relatively 
well the origins, as is the case of Japanese writing system (modified from Chinese) or the various 
alphabets, abjads, and abugidas across Europe, the Middle East, northern Africa, and South Asia, 
we  can,  in  many  cases,  study  the  evolution  of  the  signs  all  the  way  back  to  the  very  early  
examples. However, in the case of Mesoamerican writing systems, the earliest writing is not 
known, which leads us to speculate its formal characteristics as well as its linguistic affiliation.  
Looking at the inventory of syllabograms in the Maya script, we can somewhat securely identify 
the graphic motivation of ca. 35% of the signs, whereas the understanding of the lexical origins 
of the signs drops down to ca. 15%. Compared to other writing systems in the world, acrophonic 
reduction is often at play when forming sounds from entire words. Other possibilities include 
sound symbolic or onomatopoeic origins of the signs. Furthermore, we should keep in mind that 
some of the sound values of the syllabograms might not even be originally native to Mayan 
languages, paralleling the processes in other parts of the world (compare, e.g., to Sumerian 
syllabic values used in Akkadian cuneiform). This talk addresses the methods used in the study 
of the graphic and lexical origins, development, and visual characteristics of Maya syllabograms. 
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Sandra Khokhriakova (Moscow) /  ) 

A New Term for Classic Maya Ritual Activities in Caves. /  
. 

Mayan hieroglyphic cave texts from the Classical period are a special kind of historical sources. 
These texts differ from the main corpus of hieroglyphic inscriptions, they are unique in form and 
content, and record pilgrimage and ritual activities. There are known five terms of ritual 
activities in caves: huli ‘to come’, pakaax ‘to return’, ’ilaaj ‘to see’, kojooy ‘to go down’, ’ahni 
‘to walk’. All these verbs are found in caves Naj Tunich (Petén, Guatemala), Yaleltsemen and 
Joloniel (Chiapas, Mèxico). 
Santo Domingo cave, which is situated about 10 km from Naj Tunich (Petén, Guatemala), there 
is one short text with another verb. This inscription consists of 10 blocks, including two dates. 
The verb is recorded twice and belongs to the category of change of state verbs marked with the 
suffix –VVy (written with the syllabic sign -yi). Federico Fahsen suggested that the main sign is 
a “fire”, so it means some fiery ritual in cave.3 But after the inspection the original photos kindly 
provided by James Brady, it became clear that the main sign depicts the body of a slithering 
snake. David Stuart and Christian Prager4 proposed the reading NUM for the logogram. 
Therefore the verb in the inscription is numuuy, ‘he passed (through)’. This context confirms the 
meaning of this logogram NUM, “to pass”.  
The new term of ritual activity in Santo Domingo may be associate with morphology of the cave. 
It has only one passage, which pilgrims passed through.  
 

Evgeniya Korovina (Moscow)  ( )  

Cholan Etymological Database: problems and a few solutions. /  
: . 

Researchers studying dead languages often need to use data provided by historical linguistics. In 
case of the Classic Maya hieroglyphic inscriptions most relevant comparative data come from 
the proto-Cholan, proto-Cholan-Tzeltalan and sometimes from proto-Yucatecan reconstruction. 
The main available sources on the subject are “The Preliminary Mayan Etymological 
Dictionary” by T. Kaufman (2003) and the vocabulary from the article by T.Kaufman and 
W.M.Norman (1984). For proto-Yucatecan there is a small vocabulary in the appendix to 
W.M.Fisher’s dissertation (1973). Unfortunately, comprehensive etymological reconstruction for 
the proto-Cholan-Tzeltalan hasn’t been accomplished so far. There is also some unpublished 
material of use, the best known of which is “Panchronic Mayan Dictionary” (n.d.) by 
S.Wichmann and C.H.Brown - a database developed in the early 2000s. Since the time the 
aforementioned works became available to the scholars, the amount of publications containing 
the lexical data from the Lowland Mayan languages has significantly increased. On top of that, 
some aspects of the phonetic reconstruction have been reconsidered, e.g., Kaufman and Norman 
didn’t take into consideration that proto-Cholan distinguished between long and short vowels. 
Hence, it seems that the time has come to update existing reconstructions and to introduce a new 
resource which incorporates the latest data. The presentation focuses on the attempt to create the 
online version of the Cholan Etymological Database (CED) and the problems one faces while 
developing resources of this kind. In particular, the question is raised regarding the need to 
include grammatical forms and dialect variations in the etymological databases. 
 

 

                                                
3 Brady J., Fahsen F. The Discovery of a New Maya Cave Painting Site in Guatemala// The Explorer Journal, 
Summer 1991. 52-55 pp. 
4 https://decipherment.wordpress.com/2012/06/30/notes-on-a-new-text-from-la-corona/  

https://decipherment.wordpress.com/2012/06/30/notes-on-a-new-text-from-la-corona/
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Milan Ková  (Bratislava) /  )  

Ten Years of Archaeological Research in Uaxactun. Local Records on the Background of 
Major Events in Maya History /  

. . 

During the ten years of archaeological research in Uaxactun, there have been many exceptional 
discoveries. In the contribution, we will try to look for links between local and so-called "great 
history". In this way, it turns out that our findings not only confirm well-known facts but also 
suggest new hypotheses that can affect our knowledge of the development of Maya culture in 
Central Peten. Although the main focus of the contribution lies in the Pre-Classic period, 
significant Early-Classic,  Late-Classic and Terminal-Classic events will be confronted with our 
findings, too. 
 

Magdalena Lewandowska (Cracow), Rados aw Palonka (Cracow) /  
),  ( ) 

Archaeoastronomy of the Ancestral Pueblo culture. /  
. 

The astronomical observations were probably one of the most important activities present in 
Ancient  Pueblo  culture  from  the  North  American  Southwest.  During  historical  times  those  
activities included determining the planting season and important ceremonial dates through a 
horizontal calendar or usage of light channeled through the small openings into the buildings. 
Archaeological findings from plenty of the pre-Columbian sites uncovered that also for the 
Ancient Pueblo culture such observations were of utmost importance since they were applied to 
agriculture, sacred ceremonies and also building’s construction. It is also interesting that it was 
during this time that through trade Pueblo culture maintained strong connection to the 
Mesoamerica. The main aim of this paper is to introduce the topic of Puebloan 
archaeoastronomy by presenting the findings from the most famous archaeological sites as well 
as those from the research of the Sand Canyon-Castle Rock Community Archaeological Project 
conducted by the Institute of Archaeology of the Jagiellonian University in Kraków. 
 

Elena Novoselova (Moscow) /  ( ) 

La ciencia alemana sobre el estado incaico en la primera mitad del siglo XX. /  
 1-  XX . 

La escuela alemana tiene un lugar especial en muchas ciencias humanitarias. La historia de la 
cultura incaica no es una excepción. A pesar de que en la segunda mitad del siglo XX la escuela 
alemana ya no pudo pretender el liderazgo en esta esfera, sus logros en la primera mitad del siglo 
fundar  el  estudio  posterior  de  la  cultura  incaica,  y  no  solo  en  Alemania,  sino  también  en  otros  
países, porque la escuela alemana influyó muchas escuelas científicas. Por ejemplo monografías 
de científicos alemanes influyeron mucho algunas escuelas europeas; son escritas en los marcos 
de la teoría socialista que era bastante popular en este periodo. La influencia de esta teoría en el 
estudio de la cultura incaica se sigue hasta el segundo cuarto del siglo XX. Por lo mismo el 
estudio de inicios de la escuela alemana puede aclarar algunos matices del desarrollo actual de 
esta temática.  
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Daria Osipova (Moscow) /  )  

Features  of  the  ruler`s  names  of  Tonina  (VI-VII  centuries).  /   
 (VI – VII . .). 

 
In the the inscriptions of  Tonina (archaeological site in the Department of Ocosingo, Chiapas, 
Mexico) during VI-VII centuries B.C. can be found so-called full and short versions of the 
names of the rulers. From the end of VII century B.C. to the beginning of  X century B.C. names 
include  only  two  or  three  components.  The  chosen  time  period   falls   under  the  reigns  of   
Kokaaj-Muut-Witz` (approx. 514), B`ahlam-Yaxun-... (563-577), K`ihnich-B`ahlam-Chapaaht 
(606-665.), ...- Waywal (668-682). The reading of  these names are problematic. 
For example, the name of the ruler Kokaaj-Muut-Witz` (in historiography «Ruler 1» [1]) is 
known from monuments 106 [2] and 160 [3]. This is short version of his name. On the 
monument 106 his full name includes 3-4 blocks, the reading of which is still questionable5, and 
on the monument 160 there is a signature to the iconographic image of the ruler. It is supposedly 
the full version of the name, which includes 6-8 blocks6. 
B`ahlam-Yaxun-[...]`s name preserved only on one monument of Tonina – M. 168 [4]. The 
reading  of  the  full  version  of  the  name  B`ahlam-Yaxun-[...]  is  also  problematic.  In  
historiography he is known as B`ahlam-Yaxun-Til [5], but the reading of the last component of 
the name is controversial. In this inscription there are also two blocks that precedes the sign 
«B`ahlam». Presumably the full name is read K'ihnich-Sawaal-B`ahlam-Yaxun-[…] 
 The name of the ruler K`ihnich-B`ahlam-Chapaaht had a full version is preserved in the 
inscription on the monument 175 [6], where the ruler called Huk- u-B`aah-K`awiil- Ohlis-Taak-
Baak […] K`ihnich-B`ahlam-Chapaaht. On Stela 1 from  Pestac [7] remains a short form of the 
ruler`s name. 
The full name [...]-Waywal is also debatable. In  historiography he is known as Yuknom-[...]-
Way («Ruler 2») [8]. The presence of the sign «Way» in the name of the ruler cannot be denied. 
There is the most complete version of the name can be found on the monument 26 [9]. It 
includes 9 blocks, among which there are «Chaahk», « Ik`-Huu n», «Chitam» and «Way» along 
with  additional  syllables  wa-la  –  «Waywal».  A  short  version  is  presented  on  the  monument  8  
[10]. 

*** 
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5 During the analysis, D. Beliaev's photos were used with the author's permission. 
6 During the analysis, D. Vepretsky's photos were used with the author's permission 
7 . . 
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Maria Felicia Rega (Bratislava) /  )  

Regional distribution of ball courts: a look to Uaxactun territory between Preclassic and 
Classic Period / :  

.  

Excavations conducted by the Slovak project Proyecto Arqueologico Regional Uaxactun, 
between July and August 2017, confirmed the presence of new ball courts in the surrounding 
area of Uaxactun. These ball courts were detected in three satellite sites named Buena Vista, 
Atalaya and Sakapuk, in July 2016, thanks to the collaboration of the Uaxactun Project with 

                                                
8 . . 
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Pacunam LiDAR Initiative. The three ball courts date back to Late Preclassic and showed signs 
of use during the Late/Terminal Classic. By using these data, together with those of other ball 
courts already known in Uaxactun and in neighbouring areas, it is possible to reconstruct the 
development of settlements in this region across the centuries. Through a comparison with other 
regions that revealed a high number of Preclassic ball courts, we can hypothesize that there was a 
different ritual and political meaning in the use of ballgame between Preclassic and Classic 
Period. 
 

Alexander Safronov (Moscow)  ) 

From lordship to sajaldom: problem of transformation of the Late Classic Maya political 
structure in the Western Lowlands. / :  

 
. 

 

Natalia Tolsty (Cracow) /  ( ) 

Pre-Columbian Background of Modern Maya Curanderismo in Mexico. /  
. 

Curanderismo as a very important component of modern Mexican culture and tradition should 
be analyzed in a broader perspective due to historical heritage of Mesoamerica. Because of the 
respect to the ancestors, pre-Columbian past is very often used as a legitimisation of rituals and 
attributes of curandero. During my presentation I would like to point out pre-Columbian remains 
in contemporary practices among Maya in the state of Chiapas, which usually changed their 
original meaning and compare them.   
 

Sergey Vepretskiy (Moscow)  )  

Reconsidering the Glyph X in the Lunar Series. /  X  
. 

Glyph X is the special position in the sequence of the Lunar Series that was first noticed by 
Sylvanus Morley in 1916.  This supplementary series is connected to the moon and usually 
appears in the starting date after the 9-day cycle, known as Glyphs G and F. The sequence of the 
Lunar Series in the inscriptions varies from one hieroglyphic block to six, and the full formula 
shows: 1) how many days passed from the beginning of the synodic month (Glyphs E and D): 2) 
the sequence number of this month in a larger period (Glyph C); 3) the name of this month 
(Glyphs X and B); 4) full number of days in this month (Glyph A).  
It was discovered that forms of Glyph X correlate with coefficients of Glyph C, that represents 
three  different  moon  periods  (the  Jaguar  God  of  the  Underworld  Moon,  the  Death  God  Moon  
and the Maiz God Moon), which consist of six months each. It makes the total number of lunar 
months equal to eighteen, that means that we can expect eighteen different forms of Glyph X. 
Nikolai Grube in his recent work dedicated to this topic came to a conclusion that for some 
reason there were only nine forms of Glyph X in Maya inscriptions. 
A more thorough analysis of the inscriptions showed that the model proposed by Grube could be 
revised. Despite numerous inaccuracies and inconsistencies, it can be argued that the actual 
number of Glyphs X was eighteen. The main objective of this work is to show all the arguments 
proving the new proposed model. 
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*** 

 
The report analyzes the data from literary sourcers - that are unfortunately scarce and very 
contradictory — on the essence of political views on and contents of political activities, as well 
as of the reasons for the tragic destiny of Helvidius Priscus, one of the brightest representatives 
of Senate opposition during Vespasian’s rule. 
Political  aspirations  of  Helvidius  Priscus  rested  upon  the  ideas  from  the   philosophy  of  stoics  
about duties and goodness, where the key duty of a wise man was serving to the state, and the 
only goodness was honesty. Such creed meant for a senator the necessity of active participation 
— together with the princeps — in solving all the issues important for the state and fearless 
expression of the opinion only on the grounds of stringent moral standards, but not on the desire 
to  ingratiate  the  Emperor.  Views  of   Helvidius  Priscus  and  his  behavior  on  the  political  arena  
definitely did not mean appealing to the return of the Republic; however, given some support in 
the senate they could to a certain extent limit the lawlessness of the Emperor, and undoubtedly 
would serve a constant reproach to those senators who preferred not to argue with the princeps or 
to keep silence.  
Many times did Helvidius's speeches raised the question about the best momentum for justice 
power and the image of the most powerful attendants of the Emperor as having tarnish reputation 
in the past or at present. By doing that Helvidius Priscus roused the reaction of powerful personal 
foes among the senators and inevitably counteracted the Emperor himself in the most important 
issue, the issue of building up the prestige of the Emperor's family and securing successive 
highest authority within the Flavian lineage. Most probably, those were the powerful attendants 
of Vespasian (especially Eprius Marcellus) that played the decisive role not only in exile and 
death of Helvidius Priscus, but also in creating his negative image of a single stoic who was 
inappropriately captious and hostile to the state and was even plotting against the rulers. Such a 
picture of  Helvidius Priscus became the origin of the official Flavian historiography, but it was 
hardly true.  
 

 ( )  

, : . 

 

 ( )  

:  « ». 

,  « »  
. ,  

. ,  
. 

,  
. ,  

, .  
, . ,  

,  « »  
.  

, , ), , , 
.  

,  
, , , princeps orbis terrarum, 



 59

,  
,  

 

 ( )  

 62 . –  

:  
.  

,  
?  

,  
:  

. , 
,  

 - ,  
.  

. 
 

 ( , )  

 ( ). 

,  « »,  
,  

, . , ,  
,  

. 
 

.   
, ,  (  

) .  
 

, , , 
,  provincia  

.  
 

,  
. 

 

 ( )  

 
. 

 II . .  
, ,  

, .  
, ,  

. ,  
,  .  ,   

,  
.  



 60

 
,  II . .  

. , 
. ,  

, ,  
. ,  

. 
 

 ( )  

 os resectum .  

 os resectum  
.  os resectum  

 – , , 
,  

.   
, . ,  os resectum 

,  
, .  

 

 ( )  

Socii nominisque latini  cives sine suffragio  
122 . . . 

 ( )  

 509 . . 

 VI  .  .   
 

. ,  
,  

.   
.  

 V . .  
, 

 509  .  .  ,  ,  
 

 (Polyb.  III.  26.  1).   
,  ,   
, .  

. 
 VI . . . 

 — ,  
.  

 509 . . ,  
,   

,  
.  

 
. 

 



 61

 / Late 
Antiquty and Ancient Christianity 

 

 

 ( )  

. 

. 
.  

 « ».  
 

.  « , 
».  

 IV-V .  
.  

 (I-IV .), , .  
,  ,  .  IV .   8500 
.  

.  –  
, , , , . IV .  

.  
 (IV-VII .)  

,  
.  V . ,  

 (  VII 
.).  I  325 .  

 332, 342  365 .  
,  2- . IV . 

, .  
, , ,  

(« »  15 . .). .  
,  1965 .  ( )  

.  
 (1987)  (1995). 

 
 ( )  

. 

 
.  

. : « » 
, « » , « » (« ») 

, .  IV .,  
,  (Eunap. VS XIX l, 497). , ,  

 IV -  V .,  
.  ,   « »;   

 (Epp. 364, 388).  
. ,  IV-VI . 

, , , ,  



 62

,  
.  « » . 1.1  

 ( . VI .) : «  
,  … ,  

. , , 
, ».  (Ph. Hist. 84)  

» , ,  
,  2- . V .  

,  
,   
.  

 (  12  16 ),  
 

.  - ,  
. ,  

, ,  ,  
. ,  641 .,  

, , , . VII . 
 
 

 ( )  

. 

 
,  

.  
. , 

, 
,  

 IV .  

 

 ( )  

 « ». 

,  
, , .  

 « »  
, , .  

 
, , . 

 XX ,  
, .  

.  
 

 ( , )  
. ,  « » . . .  

. . ,  
.  

, . 
,  

, .  



 63

 « »,  
, . 

, ,  
, ,  

. ,  
, .  

,  
, . 

,  
,  

» ( , 19). 
 

,  10 ,  
. 

, ,  V  
  , . 

,  
,  

, , 
 476 . 

 
: 

1. Bregman J. 1982. Synesius of Cyrene, philosopher-bishop. Los Angeles, University of 
California Press, 206. 

2. . . 1951.  « ».  
.  130: 222–249. 

3. . . 2012. , . « ».  
. . . 5: 79–88. 

4. , . 2012. . . 
I. . . ., , . . . . ., , 568. 

 

 ( )  

 « » . 

-
. . 

.  
, ,  

.  civitas  
, , , 

,  
. 

,  
 

( . :  // 
.  2008.   4.  .  115).  ,  ,   

,  
 

. 
 

 



 64

 

 ( )  

 IV — V .  
. 

 IV – V . , 
:  

, , , 
, .  

,  IV –  
V . ,  

,  
. .  

,  « », 
,  

, , . 
,  

,  
, .  IV –  

V . , ,  
. 

 

 ( )  

. 

 
 (202-203 .), ,  

, : 
, , , 

.,  
.  

 
,  

,  
.  

, .  
 III .  " ",  

, , , 
 

.  
(Dio. LXXVI, 13, 2)  

.  
 

.   
 

 ( )  

. 

 

 



 65

 ( )  

»  « »  II – 
 III . 

 II – III .  
,  « »  

.  ( , ,  
) , ,  

, , 
 « » .  

,  
, . ,  

, ,  
 - .  

 
,  

.  
 
 

. ,  
 II – III .,  

. 
 

 ( )  

:  
 IV . 

 IV . ,  
:  

.  (303 – 313 .)  
,  

.  
, 

.  IV .  
: ,  

.   
 (372 – 374 .)  (396 – 398 .)  

, .  
,  

.  
; .  

,  
,  

.   
 

 ( )  

 (451-536 .). 

 –  
, .  

 451 . ,  



 66

, , 
. 

,  
. ,  

. ,  
, 

, , , ,  – 
: « » , « »  «  

». 
,  

 451  
. . 

 
, :  

,  ( ).  
,  

.  
,  

.  
 

 ( )  

 procul negotiis (305–313 .). 

, . 
 ( . 

,  .  ),   –   ( .  
, . , . ). ,  

,  305 
.  ( ,  

, ),  
.  

. , , 
 « »  (Epitome 

de caes. 39.6). 
 –  

) .  
 « »  

. 
 

 ( )  

 II–III . 

. , 
 

»  — ,  —  
, , « » . ,  

.  
,  

,  
 «  

». , ,  
, , , ,  



 67

,  
 ( ,  — ,  

 image). 
 

 ( )  

Agentes in rebus . 

 
 

,  
.  

 – 
agentes in rebus.  

 
. ,  

,   
 –agentes in rebus  

.  
, , 

 « » ,  
. 

,  agentes in rebus  
 

, , ,  – 
». , , 

,  
 

, , ,  
 

. 
 

 ( )  

.  

 

 ( )  

. 

 
 – ,  –  

.  
,  numina.   

,  
. ,  

,  
 

 «Antiquitates rerum divinarum et humanarum», ,  
, . 



 68

 

 / Historical 
Geography of the Ancient World 

 
 

 ( )  

: . 

 
.  

.  
. 

,   I  .  .   
, , . ,  

 I . . . 
,  II-III . . 

.  – 
,  II–IV . . .  

 «meote» – , 
 I-III .  

,  III . . . 
 

 III . . ., , , I . . . 
 

 ( )  

: , . 

 
. ,   

, ,  
»   « » . , , 

 « »  
.  , 

, ,  
. ,  

. 
 

 ( )  

: . 

 
 

.  
, ,  

,  
. 

 

 



 69

 ( )  

: . 

 

 ( )  

 « ». 

» ,  
.  

, .  
 « », :  

, , .  
, , ,  

 
). 

 « » ,  
, . 

, , 
 « »,  

». , ,  
», , , ,  
, . 

 

 ( )  

»  « » . 

» ( . out-of-place artifact) ,  
,  

.  « » 
. « » ,  

 ex nihilo ,  5 ,  
. , .  

, , ,  
, , , , , 

 
. , ,  « », 

,  
.  

: (1)  ( ) ; (2) , 
; 

(3) ; (4) ; (5)  
; (6) ; (7)  

; (8) ; 
(9) « » .  

 — 
,  

,  .  ,   
, ,  

.  « »  «  
» . 

 



 70

 / Ancient Law 
 
 

 ( )  

 (IV . .). 

.  
, 

. , ,  
.  

.  
 IV . . . 

 
.  

, 
 IV . . . (IG. II2. 2492, 2494, 2496, 2497, 2498; Pleket. 41, 42, 43).  

, ,  
,  

.    
 

, , 
 (Pleket. 41, 

lines 5 – 6).  
,  

  (IG. II2. 2492, lines. 35 – 40). C  
,  

,  
 (Pleket. 41, lines. 36 – 40).  

 
 (IG. II2. 2501, lines. 20 – 23).  

, .  
.  

. ,  
.               

 

 ( )  

. 

 

 ( )  

: . 

 

 ( )  

:  II.21a.11 
». 

 

 



 71

 ( )  

. 

 
.  

 
,  

. ,  
,  

,  
 II . . 

 

 ( )  

Ager ex eptus - . 

 

 ( )  

 « »  
. 

 

 ( )  

Corona . 

 (corona, « »)  
 

(quaestiones perpetuae). ,  
.  

,  
 (Cic. Fin.,  IV,  74).  ,   

corona: ; 
 corona ;  corona  

. 
 

 



 72

 

 
 / The Historiography of 

Antiquity and the Classical Reception Studies 
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Classical Antiquity and the History of the North Black Sea Area 
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11 Orachev A. Bulgaria: The beginnings of mining and metallurgy and the ancient treasures. — Sofia: Borina 
Publishing House, 2018. – P. 94-95; .  

 // . 2018. 9. – . 26.   
12 Simon E., Cahn H. A. Der Goldschatz von Panagjuriste – eine Schöpfung der Alexanderzeit // AntK. 1960. No. 3. 
pp. 3–29. 
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«LANTERNA NOSTRA:   
   

    (1922 – 2018)» / 
“Lanterna nostra: The Scientific Heritage of the Honored Professor of the 

Moscow University Iya Mayak (1922-2018) 
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 «BRITANNIA INCOGNITA» / Round Table 
“BRITANNIA INCOGNITA” 
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 « : 
» / Round Table “Roman Empire and 

Beyond: New Ideas and Theories” 
 

Vladimir D. Mihajlovi  (Novi Sad, Serbia) / . ( , ) 

Relationality, Agency and the Emergence of the Roman Empire: Notes from the Central 
Balkans / : . 

 

Alexander V. Makhlayuk (Nizhni Novgorod) /  (  
) 

Spaces of the Roman Empire: Issues and Approaches of Current Scholarship / 
:  

. 

 

Uroš Mati  (Münster/Vienna) /  ( ) 

Roman Conflicts with Meroe: Conflicted Narratives or an Ambiguous Frontier? /  
: ? 

 

Kala Drewniak (Bonn) /  ( ) 

Theory of a Border or the Border of the Theory? New Approaches in the Archaeology of 
Roman Iron Age / ?  

. 

 

Natalia Birkina (Moscow) /  ( ) 

Crimea and Barbaricum: German imports (According to the Data of Excavation of the 
Roman Period Necropoleis) / :  (  

). 

,  
.  

 
.  

. 
,  

 
 –  

. 
 

Tatiana Ivleva (Newcastle) /  ( ) 

What Objects Do? Multivocal Nature of British Made Brooches Abroad /  
? . 
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Ivan Radman-Livaja (Zagreb) /  ) 

The Population of Siscia in the Light of Epigraphy /  
. 

 

Ljubica Perinic (Zagreb) /  ( ) 

Jupiter and the Other Gods: Duty and Piety of Roman Soldiers in Dalmatia /  
: . 

 

Konstantin Markov (Nizhni Novgorod) /  (  
) 

Roman Historical Writings of the Third Century CE as a Subject of Narratological Studies 
/  III . . 

 

Anton Baryshnikov (Moscow) /  ( ) 

Missing Links and Imaginary Friends: A Confession of a Voracious Reader / 
 :  

. 
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 «  
»  / Workshops “Ancient writing systems”. 

 
 / Workshops: 

 
 1 / Group 1 

"INTRODUCTION TO MAYA HIEROGLYPHIC WRITING" / «  
» 

Tutors / : Harri Kettunen (Helsinki), Alexander Safronov (Moscow) / . 
 ), .  ) 

 
The ancient Maya developed one of the most remarkable writing systems in the world and one of 
the few indigenous scripts in the Western Hemisphere, extending for nearly two millennia. 
Recently, the information inscribed in Maya hieroglyphic texts has fundamentally changed our 
understanding  of  this  ancient  Mesoamerican  culture.  To  be  able  to  read  what  the  Maya  wrote  
themselves about their affairs is an intriguing intellectual endeavor and a captivating window 
into a past culture – with repercussions into present-day realities in the Maya communities of 
Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, and Honduras. 
Topics during the workshop include deciphering selected Classic Maya inscriptions, looking at 
the origins of the Maya script, as well as the language of the hieroglyphs, grammar of Classic 
Mayan, sign typology, typical structure and content of different types of texts (monumental 
inscriptions, texts in portable artefacts, codices, etc.), mathematics and the workings of the 
calendar, as well as the history of cracking the code of the Maya script. 
The workshop consists of presentations complemented by group work with selected hands-on 
exercises by the participants. No previous knowledge of the ancient Maya culture or the script is 
required to attend the workshop. The course will be conducted in English. 
 
 

 2 / Group 2 

"LATE-TO-TERMINAL CLASSIC MAYA HISTORY OF THE EASTERN CENTRAL LOWLANDS" / 
-  

» 

Tutors / : Christophe Helmke (Copenhagen), Dmitri Beliaev (Moscow) / . 
 ), .  ) 

 
 

 3 / Group 3 

» / 
AZTEC HIEROGLYPHIC WRITING "A WORD IS WORTH A THOUSAND PICTURES: PAINTING 
HISTORIES IN THE AZTEC WORLD" 

Tutor / : Albert Davletshin (Moscow) / .  ) 

 
A great number of Nahuatl hieroglyphic books and maps survived to our days. They cover a 
wide variety of topics; many of them relate glorious and imaginary histories of large kingdoms 
and small towns, royal and local noble lineages. Decipherment of the Nahuatl hieroglyphic 
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writing has greatly advanced in recent years. Surprisingly, Central Mexican histories are known 
in a very peculiar form as painted pictures of historical events and personages; only personal 
names, titles, dates and place-names are written phonetically. In other words, a figurative 
notational system and a logosyllabic script are combined together in pictorial narratives. 
Attendees of the Workshop will work with different types of Nahuatl historical documents and 
get basic skills necessary for their "decipherment". Knowledge of the Nahuatl language and 
Aztec history is not required but welcome. The Workshop will be conducted in English. 
 

 

 4 / Group  

» / "INTRODUCTION TO 
EGYPTIAN HIEROGLYPHIC WRITING" 

/ Tutor: .  ) / Olga Tomashevich (Moscow). 

 
:  

,  
 (  

 1822 .); 
; 

: , , ; 
 ( , , , 

); 
; , ; 

; 
; 

; 
; 

; 
; 
. 

 
,  « ». 

 3 . 
 

 

 / Lections:  

 
Christophe Helmke (Copenhagen), Albert Davletshin (Moscow) /  

),  ( ) 

Mesoamerican writing systems: Origin, Commonalities and Differences.. 
: , . 
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Ilya Arkhipov (Moscow) /  ) 

On the history of cuneiform / . 

Cuneiform was the dominant script of the Near East during three millennia, from the late 4th 
millennium BC until at least the 1st century AD. The talk will briefly present the history of 
invention of cuneiform, as well as the changes it underwent throughout history. The emphasis 
will be put on the adaptation of cuneiform to phonologies of the dozen languages that used it as 
the writing system. Palaeographic changes in cuneiform will also be touched upon. 
 
 
Harri Kettunen (Helsinki) /  ) 

Maya Hieroglyphic Writing: An Introduction. / : 
. 

The ancient Maya developed one of the most complex and visually striking writing systems in 
the world and one of the few indigenous scripts in the Western Hemisphere. Recently, the 
information inscribed in Maya hieroglyphic texts has fundamentally changed our understanding 
of this ancient Mesoamerican culture. This talk will provide the audience with an introduction to 
the  Maya  writing  system  within  the  Mesoamerican  cultural  sphere  and  within  world’s  writing  
systems. 
 

Milan Ková  (Bratislava) /  ( ) 

Newly Reviewed Landscape. LiDAR and the Results of its Use in the Uaxactun Region, 
Peten, Guatemala / .  

, , . 

In 2016, the Uaxactun project began operating with the LiDAR system on an area of 160 square 
kilometers. Although we considered this area to be thoroughly examined before, the population 
density was identified  much higher. In addition, we have discovered new roads, buildings, 
temples, defense structures, etc. The system also allowed us to control the looter pit. The greatest 
surprise, however, was the discovery of very complex agricultural systems. We have seen  that 
even  the  difficult  it  was  to  imagine,  also  local  wetlands  were  intensively  cultivated.  Elements  
detected electronically, we were able to locate and archaeologically verify in the field. It is 
becoming clear that the use of LiDAR can completely change the way we conduct our research. 
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